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They face the trauma of arrival in

a foreign land, of having left their friends, families and dreams
behind. Confronted with new cultures and languages, life can
be extremely stressful. Rebuilding lives means becoming active
members of their new society.

JRS volunteer Miriam spends time with children in the Ghembe refugee camp in northern Rwanda
(© Don Doll SJ/JRS: 2008)

Years of advocacy finally led to the 1997 convention to ban landmines which in time will help many people like Augusto
Chimuna, Luanda, Angola (© Don Doll SJ/JRS: 1997)

Welcoming refugees into their new communities strengthens their sense
of belonging. Without this welcome, prejudice is all too easily translated
into hostility. The fear of strangers imposes itself on migrants and refugees,
even those who have lived in their adopted nations for years. Suddenly
they no longer feel at ease. They become afraid
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For JRS, this welcome is just the first step in Decree 2
establishing a relationship based on mutual

respect and love. Being with refugees, being touched by their reality in
camps, conflict zones, detention centres or wherever else they may be,
teaches us how best to serve and advocate on their behalf. Serving refugees,
and especially offering them education services, is a work of justice and
reconciliation; a gleam of hope for a brighter future.



